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New online mapping system takes hunting into the future
Minister for Primary Industries Ian Macdonald said a state-of-the-art online mapping system, using satellite imagery and aerial photography, will greatly assist licensed conservation hunters manage feral animals across NSW.

“This impressive initiative by the Game Council of NSW and Department of Lands will allow conservation hunters to continue undertaking their vital work in the safest and most efficient manner possible,” Mr Macdonald said.

“Hunters are doing a great job by volunteering their time and money to assist public land managers with feral animal control and the new mapping system will support these efforts.
“We have already received positive feedback about the new system by the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (SSAA), following a recent workshop which previewed the system to more than 80 conservation hunters.”

Minister for Lands Tony Kelly said the Department of Lands’ Spatial Information eXchange (SIX Viewer) will enable users to integrate and view a wide selection of NSW spatial datasets, including property, topographic information, satellite data and aerial photography.
“It is extremely important that licensed hunters on declared public land areas know where they are at all times,’’ Mr Kelly said.

“The SIX Viewer uses the latest satellite and aerial photography technology together with other textual and geographic information databases held by the Department of Lands. 

“The imagery is used for studying, monitoring, forecasting and managing natural resources and human activities across the State.”
Brian Boyle, NSW Game Council CEO said feedback from licensed hunters had led to the introduction of a hi-tech online mapping system.

“While Game Council strongly encourages the use of topographical maps, those hunters who use the internet will find the SIX Viewer mapping system to be highly useful in identifying boundaries, creeks, roads and camp sites,” said Mr Boyle.

Since conservation hunting commenced on declared public land under the NSW Game Council, licensed hunters have removed more than 6,400 feral animals such as pigs, goats, foxes and rabbits.

The Spatial Information eXchange can be viewed at: http://www.maps.nsw.gov.au/
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